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September 26, 1984

Denies Rewald Assassination Tale:.. . ¢

CIA Goes Public on ABC ‘Error

Gllﬂndm

ueCIAmday denied
nna‘mon ctm ABC

News that the spy agency en-
in a piot to kil Honolulu

vestment counselor Ronald Re-
wald, who claims hll failed
company was a CIA

In a rare public mtemen the
CIA declared that .‘I"t:e al on-

nation.”
mmmtnnumu—

swed ta W .C., asked
that ABC News retract its re-
ports on the Rewald case that

were broadcast on ABC's World
News 'l‘onlght last week.

IN RBSPONSE to the CIA
mtement ABC News spokes-
woman Joanna Bistany said, “We,
stand by our story.” She ldded
that ABC News “never accused
the CIA of attempting an assassl-
nation,” but onl re‘)onad what
was llleged by Rewald and Scott
Barnes, who ABC News de-
scribed as baving an “extensive
intelligence background.”

In its report last Wednesday,
ABC News quoted Barnes as say-
ing he took a job as a prison

rd at the Oahu Community
orrectional Center where Re-
wald was being held on fraud
charges.

Barnuuﬂhvuwldbyhh
CIA contact that “we've got to

take him (Rewald) out. . . . You
know, kill him,” an t
Barnes said he ref -ABC.
News @M not identify Barnes’ al-
Jaged CIA contact.

THE CIA SAID todly that
Barnu was inventing the story.

The CIA has acknowledged
ualng Rewald's now-bmkrur
ma)p. Baldwin, Rewald,
Dmmwm Wong, as a mail
denies that the agency
was lnvo!ved in creation of the
company or in bandling inves-
tors’ funds.
Rewald and a
tors: have sued !he
million for damages related to

- Yor his

butlnnkm aﬂcned
wthenrm have said that Re-
wlldspentthelnvuton money
use and compa-

ThoClAtodlydslied
activities” in

progr lllend
the ABC News report, but de-
clined to specify to which

tions it was referring. Bes el
the assassination accusation, the
ABC News report contend
that Rewald’s y hel
arrange “lecret

military Inrd\nre to countrlu
like Syria, India and Taiwan.”

BISTANY SAID ABC News
this week to run two sen-

tences 4rom a 171-word CIA
statement denouncing the re-
but that the agency insist-
the entire statement be

ry, and they refused:”

Rewald, who is facing federal
d state charges that he de-
uded investors in his counsel-
firm of millions of dollars,
claimed poverty and asked
st government-appointed attor-
”ﬁ. represent him.

e onetime social climber
and polo enthusiast was indicted
by @ federal grand jury in Hono-
luld on t. 6. He pleaded not

ilty to charges contained in a
00-count indictment.

US. Magistrate Bert Tokairin
had set Nov. 6 for trial on those
charges.

A week ago, a state jlud{:
cletred the way for Rewald
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CIA denies it plotted to kill Rewald -

United Press Mnllllwl

WASHINGTON — The CIA

yesterday denied lt plon.ed to

lulu

swindler Ronald Rewald and

demanded that ABC News re-
tract that allegation.

ABC said it merely reported -

charges by a man named Scott
Barnes that he was asked by
the CIA to kill Rewald. The
network said it stands by the
story, but still produced no sub-
_stantiation for Barnes’ state-

ments. “At no time. did lhe re-

port accuse the CIA of attempt-

ing to kill Rewald,” ABC said.
The CIA, which rarely issues

-detailed public or

“The allegatigns are totally
false and are insulting not only

to the CIA bit,to the U.S. sys-
tem of )usq ! that has been
ing thé case.

responds to auegauons other
than with a “no comment,”
called the report an “example
of irresponsible journalism” and
demanded that the network
turn over any evidence of an
assassination-plot to the Justice
Department.

In a highly unusual state-

_ment, the CIA said:

“As ABC knows, the CIA
along with the rest of the U.S.
government is prohibited by
law from engaging in or con-
templating assassination. ABC
should make whatever evi-
dence it has available to the
Justice Department.”

The report, which ran on

Sept. 19 and 20, focused on Re-
wald’s allegations that the CIA
created and ran his Honolulu
company and was responsible
for its collapse.

Rewald says he was a CIA
agent and that his now-bank-
rupt firm, Bishop, Baldwin, Re-
wald, Dillingham & Wong, was
a front for the agency.

ABC said, again without
producing substantiation, that
the company had been used by
the CIA to conduct sensitive
intelligence operations and

make secret shipments of weap-
ons to foreign countries such as
Syria, India and Taiwan.

(The CIA has acknowledged
“slight contact” with Rewaid,
and the government says the
CIA reimbursed Rewald's
company less than $3,000 for
stationery and telephone and
Lelex expenses.

(Records reviewed by The
Advertiser - indicate that the
agency did use the company

See CIA on Page A-4

»

,ABC’s “World News Tonight”

CIA denies ABC report on plot to kill Rewald

from page one_

and a-few subsidiaries as mail
drops and’ commercial covers
for CIA personnel.) <

Rewald told ABC he cam to
believe the CIA. wag trying to °
kill him. *

In another interview with '.he
network, former Hawaii prison”
guard Barnes alleged the CIA
had asked him to him
(Rewald) out ...
kill him.”

you know,

. Asked why the CIA wanted
Rewald kllled. Barnes told the
network: “He obviously knew-

some things in regards to na-
tional security and he was no
longer an asset. He was now a
liability” who had to be si-
lenced.

Barnes said he got a job as a
guard for one month at the
same prison where Rewald was
held, and that later he quit the
assignment ‘without ‘carrying it
out and left Hawaii.

Tm:.h CIA had asked ABC w
run the agency’s response to
the series, but said the network

declined to use the full state-’

ment.
A spokesman for ABC said

the network had offered to air
a portion of the statement
which was reflective of the
CIA’s stand — but that it never
had received clearance from
the CIA to go ahead with the
statement.

ABC anchorman Peter Jen-
nings read part of the CIA
statement during the network’s
evening broadcast yesterday
and said, “We stand by our

| 8'-01‘}' and the mvesugatwn con-
The "Cla statembnt said, in’

part: “We regret that ABC has
chosen to air a series of reports

wrongly  accusing the CIA of
engaging in an attempted assas-
sination and other improper
practices. The ABC report con-
tains false and distorted state-
ments.”

The CIA said it wants the
network to “retract its report
and conduct a thorough and
impartial investigation to deter-
mine who 'is responsible for it
and what corrective measures
ABC will take to prevent a

‘recugrence.”

‘Rewald faces a 100-count

federal grang, jury indictment of
raud, ﬂerjurg and tax evasion.
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